THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

convenient base. By their courage and activity they had
succeeded in maintaining their independence and paid
tribute to none.

The immediate result of Colonel Walker's settlement
was that Kathiawad became blessed with peace such as
the peninsula had not enjoyed for very many years.
The most important feature was the cessation of the
annual march throughout the province of the Maratha
Mulkgiri army. This force, coming each year, played
more havoc than a flight of locusts would have done. Its
path was marked by spoliation and desolation, and it was
a fixed principle with the officer in command to get as
much money as possible out of the chiefs and people.
Inversely the chiefs endeavoured to pay as little as pos-
sible, and consequently no fixed standard of collection
was set, and the amount collected varied according to the
power and ability of the parties. As a result no remission
was ever allowed, but arrears were perforce permitted to
accumulate, although no commander was ever content
with less than his predecessor of the previous year had
collected- But revenue failed to increase, largely owing
to the presence of the collecting army itself, and arrears
mounted up to great proportions which most of the chiefs
could never hope to satisfy even had they wished. The
Maratha system of domination had proved a failure.

Colonel Walker remained in Kathiawad until A.D.
1809, when he left the province, but it was not until after
treaties made in A,D. 1817 and A.D. 1820 that the British
Government became the paramount power in the penin-
sula, and until A.D. 1822 it was governed by an officer
of the Gaekwad of Baroda, whose headquarters were at
Amreli. The consent of the Peshwa of Poona to the
permanent settlement had not been asked, and after the
lease of his rights, which he had made to the Gaekwad,
had expired, he refused to agree to its terms. By the
treaty of A,D. 1817, however, he ceded all his rights in
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